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Three Parables Are Cited by Mark

Matthew records 20 parables of Christ, Luke, 24, and Mark, only eight.
Three of these appear in the fourth chapter of St. Mark. They are: The Parable
of the Sower or Four Kinds of Heart Soil, (4:1-9, 13-20>, The Seed Growing in
Secret, (4:26-29), and The Mustard Seed, (4:30-32).

The First Parable - Mark 4:1-20

"Hearken." Listen. Pay attention. Concentrate on what I am about to say.

"There went out a sower to sow." A sower has always been a lonely figure.
At harvest time there is plenty of camaraderie but not at seedtime. Loneliness
was experienced by such sowers as Copernicus, Galileo, Pasteur, Lister, Harvey,
Bach, etc. But this parable is not primarily concerned with the sower - nor with
the seed. Certainly, a point could be made that the seed, "the word," has been
sown and come to fruition in all parts of the world. Yet, though the figure is
apt, the parable is not primarily about the seed.

The parable deals with the soil, that is, four types of heart-soil:- Hard and
impenetrable soil; shallow soil; soil with a mixture of good seed and bad; and,
finally, good soil which "brings forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and
some a hundred. II No further explanation need be added to the interpretation
given by the Lord Jesus Christ.

A Lamp Belongs on a Stand - Mark 4:21

In this short but difficult section, we come across a quotation from the
Sermon on the Mount, as recorded in its fullness by Matthew, chapters 5-7, and in
Luke's condensed version in the Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6:20-49). Both
Matthew's and Luke's gospel appeared later in point of. time than that of Mark.
From where, then, did Mark get the quotation? Presumably, from Peter, his
spiritual father (1 Peter 5:13b), senior partner, and mentor.

We do well to recall Matthew's recording of Christ's words: "Ye are the
light of the world.•.Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven." (Matthew 5:14-16).

In verse 4:21 Mark phrases the message like this: "Is a candle (lamp,
cresset) brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? (a divan, i.e., a
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large, low couch or sofa on which diners reclined while eating) and not to be set
on a candlestick (IampstandH"

The Light-Bearers are Selected and Ordained - Mark 4:22-23

The Apostles were, so to say, in boot camp, receiving training in spreading
the light of the Gospel: "And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him,
and that he might send them forth to preach" (3:14). The task of evangelizing
the world evolved, initially, upon His intimate, trained messengers: "Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature" (16:15). Jesus is the
core and marrow of the gospel. The believers in Jesus are to proclaim the
Saviorhood and Lordship of the Messiah, with whose coming the kingdom of God was
ushered in.

True, His coming was foretold by prophets of old. In general, however,
God's exact and detailed plan of accomplishing the redemption of sinful mankind
was a secret, a mystery. However, with the appearance of the Son of God, (1:1),
the secret was completely revealed, the mystery unfolded. Of Jesus we read, He
"came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, 'The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the
gospel'" (1:4, 15>' Jesus is the bearer and fulfiller of the kingdom.

The mystery of God's full plan of salvation was a secret in the Old
Testament but revealed in due time with the advent of the Promised One. Thus
Paul writes: "Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden
for long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writing
by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him
- to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ. Amen" (Romans
16:25-27 NIV).

Where is the Kingdom of God?

Where, in particular, is the kingdom of God located? The answer is given by
Christ Himself: "And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of
God should come, he answered them and said, 'The kingdom of God cometh not with
observation; neither shall they say, Lo herel or, Lo therel for, behold, the
kingdom of God is within you'" (Luke 17:20-21 KJV). Other translations use, "in
the midst of you," "among you," or "inside you").

More Blessings - Less Also - Mark 4:24-25

All depends on obedience. They who hear, i.e., who accept Jesus as Savior
and Lord and proclaim unto others the gospel of the kingdom, shall be abundantly
blessed. "The amount you measure out is the amount you will be given - and more
besides; for the man who has will be given more; from the man who has not, even
what he has will be taken away" (Jerusalem Bible). As the saying expresses it:
"You lose what you don't use."
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The Second Pa.rable: The Seed Growing in Secret - Mark 4:26-29

The story is simply this: A farmer, with a bag of seed strapped in front of
him, goes up and down his farmland and casts seed into the ground. When that job
is done, he walks away. There is nothing more he can do but wait until the time
of harvest. So, while waiting, he engages in other activities by day and takes
his proper rest at night. He hasn't the faintest idea how the seed and soil wi II
manage by themselves, but he knows from personal experience, though limited, that
"while the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest•••shall not cease" <Genesis
8:22).

Nor can we understand how a seed, when it hits the ground, determines to get
busy. It sends out feelers to locate water and nourishment, pierces through the
upper layer of soil towards light, air, and rain, utilizing the chemistry of the
soil to preen itself for maturation: "First the tender stalk, then the head, and
finally the head full of grain" <4:28b, TEV). It's a mysterious process but
real, because the Creator has endued seed and soil with self-acting, autonomous
power.

Like unto this is the kingdom of God. The seed of the Word is sown
broadcast. By whom? By sowers. Who are they? All who know Jesus clearly, love
Him dearly, and follow Him nearly. Are they capable of making the seed
germinate, sprout, grow flourish, bear fruit? Nol That's the work of the Holy
Spirit. As St. Paul affirms, "I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that
watereth; but God that giveth the increase" <1 Corinthians 3:6-7, Isaiah 55:10-
11).

Ad Interim - In the Meantime

However, be sure to remember, there is a period of waiting between seedtime
and harvest. Therefore, be not unduly insistent that the seed <the Word of God)
you have sown show results at once. Such a miracle of grace is beyond your
power. The best you can do is wait and pray that the Holy Spirit will germinate
and bring to fruition the seed or the Word which you as a sower planted in the
heart-soil of your cherished one. In the meanwhile, go about your everyday
business, sleep calmly at night, quiet your anxious thoughts, and trust the
Spirit to do His effective work. "It is good that a man should both hope and
quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord" <Lamentations 3:26).

The Parable of the Mustard Seed - Mark 4:30-32

The disciples needed encouragement regarding the future
kingdom of God. At present, their numbers were shockingly small.
be in times to come? Jesus predicted a phenomenal growth of
telling the parable of the mustard seed.

status of the
How would it
the Church by

"Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God, or with what comparison shall
we compare itl It is like a grain of mustard seed" - tiny in size compared with
others seeds but, when fully grown, more like a tree in size; so large, in fact,
the birds of the air can roost in the shadow of its branches.
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Thus will it be regarding the Church - infinitesimal at the beginning but
infinite in influence in times ahead. What with the use of present-day marvels
of communication radio, television, cable, satellites, Bible translations,
tracts, pamphlets and books, just about all the ends of the earth are being
reached. The mandate of Jesus as recorded by Mark: "Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature," 16:15, is nearing fulfi Ument.

A Busy Day - Mark 3:22-4:34

It was a long day for Jesus, one of His busiest. It began when the scribes
came down from Jerusalem to accuse Him of being in league with Beelzebub, through
whose assistance, they contended, He drove out lesser unclean spirits (3:22-30>.
Next, He had to ward off His mother and brethren who feared that through
overexertion He was going mad (3:31-35).

Then the crowd pressed so hard upon Him that He had to use a boat as a
speaking platform, from which He taught the "great multitude" by means of "many
parables," three of which Mark records for us in 4:3-34. Besides, He spent time
and strength explaining the parables to His disciples in private (4:10-20,33,34.
Finally, what tired Him more than the enervating task of teaching was the
opaqueness of mind evidenced by His hearers. They heard but did not understand
(4:11-12). That can become quite devitalizing to a teacher.

A Miracle Over Nature - Mark 4:35-41

It was now evening, the end of an arduous day. Jesus said to His disciples,
"Let us pass over to the other side." Having answered all the people's requests,
"t hey sent away the multitude" and got into the boat. Was it the boat that
belonged to Peter and Andrew (1:16) or the one used by Zebedee, by his two sons,
James and John, and the hired servants (1:19-20) or the utility boat from which
he had preached (4:1H We don't know, but no matter. The important thing at the
moment was to get going. So "t hey took him even as he wasil without extra
clothing against the cold night air of the lake. Some of His followers had their
own boats on hand and got into them. A convoy of ships accompanied Him.

The Sea of Galilee is surrounded in part by mountain gorges down which, on
occasion, the winds beat their way furiously and churn up the waters. The sea,
when aroused wildly, displays a tiger's heart. The waves rose so high that their
crests "broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped" (4:37b, NIV). But
Jesus, true man that He was, lay exhausted and asleep in the rear part of the
boat, with His head resting on what was customarily the pilot's seat, a low
bench, facetiously termed "a pillow," the only headrest available.

The disciples, thoroughly frightened and at their wits' end but not their
faith's end, turned to Him for help. Why to Him? After all, He was not an
experienced seaman, as were the professional fishermen; He was a landsman.

The raging of the sea had not awakened Jesus, nor the roaring of the wind,
but the distressful cry of His disciples did, as it ever does. He arose.
According to Matthew 8: 23-27, He first rebuked the storm inside their souls.
But, as Peter remembered it and transmitted it to Mark, "he arose, and (first)
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rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, "peace, be stilL"
ceased, and there was a great calm. Then he said unto
fearful? how is it that ye have no faith" (4:40H
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At once lithe wind
them, Why are ye so

They had previously stood in awe of the tempest. Now they stood in awe of Him,
and said one to another, "What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the
sea obey him?"

The realization began to dawn upon them that He who lay asleep, and then
arose to rebuke wind and wave, was more than a man. The voice was human but the
effect was divine•••neither His words nor His works can be fully appreciated
unless they are regarded as coming from the "theanthropos," the God-man.

If Jesus is in your life's boat, it will truly be a lifeboat.

When in your voyage across life's tempestuous sea you have occasion to cry
out, "Lord, save me, I perish,u the divine Christ can arise in the midst of your
problems and speak the almighty order, "peace, be stilll" Your boat may be
filled with troubled waters, but it will not sink. There can follow a great
calm.

As a mother stills her child,
Thou canst hush the ocean wild.

Boisterous waves obey thy will,
When Thou say'st to them: "Be stilll"

Wondrous Sovereign of the sea,
Jesus, Savior, pilot me.

When at last I near the shore
And the fearful breakers roar

'Twixt me and the peaceful rest,
Then, whi Ie leaning on Thy breast,

May I hear Thee say to me,
"Fear not, I wi II pilot thee. II
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LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY

PERSONAL APPLICATION

Give detai Is

Who made it a poin.t to

o blessed Lord Jesus, Divine Physician, who heals many by the might of thy
mercy, cleanse us from the soul-sickness of our sin by thy holy precious
blood, and we shall be whiter than snow. Amen.

Mark 5:1-20

1. When Jesus crossed over the Sea of Galilee and came into the country of the
Gadarenes, who met Him immediately?------------------

2. Why was this person a threat to himself and the community?

3. How did he behave in the presence of Jesus?

4. What profession did the unclean spirit within the demoniac make concerning
Jesus?

-:--....,....-.-:----,---~:--....---=--------------------What plea did he register with Jesus?

5. Beginning with verse 8, Jesus addressed the unclean spirits.
of what fol lowed. ---------------------------

. 6. Why do you think' Jesus' gave permission for Legion to enter the great herd of
swine?---------------------------------

7. How did the people react when they saw the demoniac sitting serenely,
properly dressed, and in his right mind? (15-17)

8. Why do you think the demon-dispossessed want to be near Jesus at all times?

9. What special assignment did Jesus give this man?

10. Tell what this first missionary to Decapolis did.

Mark 5:21-24

11. Jesus returned to the neighborhood of Capernaum.
meet him on his arrival?
Why did he come and what was Jesus' response? _
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12. A woman with an issue of blood interrupted the procession. To what extent
had she previously sought help?

13. How did she manifest her faith in the power of Jesus to heal?

14. Why, would you say, was her faith not misplaced?

15. What was the reaction of the disciples when Jesus asked, "Who touched my
clothes"?

16. How did Jesus express His approval of her action?

Mark 5:35-43

17. Hardly had Jesus dismissed
from the house of Jairus.

the woman into peace, when messengers arrived
What very sad news did they bring?

18. Jesus ignored the report. What counsel did He give Jairus?

19. How did Jesus express His displeasure with the carryings-on at the house of
Jairus? _

20. How did the people react to His statement?

21. In what manner did Jesus perform the miracle of raising her from the dead?

22. What followed immediately after Jesus demonstrated His sovereignty over
deathl _

23. What twofold directive did Jesus give?

24. What point in this story especially touched you?
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Mark 5:25-34

-2- Mark - Chapter 5
Lesson 5

12. A woman with an issue of blood interrupted the procession. To what extent
had she previously sought help?

13. How did she manifest her faith in the power of Jesus to heal?

14. Why, would you say, was her faith not misplaced?

15. What was the reaction of the disciples when Jesus asked, "Who touched my
clothes"?

16. How did Jesus express His approval of her action?

Mark 5:35-43

17. Hardly had Jesus dismissed
from the house of Jairus.

the woman into peace, when messengers arrived
What very sad news did they bring?

18. Jesus ignored the report. What counsel did He give Jairus?

19. How did Jesus express His displeasure with the carryings-on at the house of
Jairus? _

20. How did the people react to His statement?

21. In what manner did Jesus perform the miracle of raising her from the dead?

22. What followed immediately after Jesus demonstrated His sovereignty over
deathl _

23. What twofold directive did Jesus give?

24. What point in this story especially touched you?
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